The rt-PA was obtained as a gift from Boehringer Ingelheim. It was dissolved in sterile water according to the recommendations of the manufacturer and diluted in normal saline for a continuous infusion at a level of 0 5 mg/kg body weight per 24 hours, preceded by a 5 mg bolus injection (in adult patients) or a 2 mg bolus injection (in the child). Simultaneously, heparin was started with a bolus injection, followed by a continuous infusion aiming at lengthening the partial thromboplastin time by a factor of 1-2.
The rt-PA infusion was continued until complete resolution of the clinical and radiographic signs of thrombosis, or for a maximum of seven days (whichever occurred first). Oral 
